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P R E F A C E. 


HE late Diſpute which has ap- 

peared in the News-papers, in 
relation to the Bakers, has given Occa- 
ſion to the Republication of the follow- 
ing Letter. 'The Notes added to it are 
intended to illuſtrate two Fas that are 
of great Importance to the Public, and 
which the Bakers ſeem induſtriouſly to 
confound and render difficult to. be un- 
derſtood. The fir/# of which is, whe- 
ther the Quarter, or forty Stone of middle 
Wheat, will produce ſo much Meal as 
when made into Hou/he/d Bread with 
the Value of the Bras added thereto, 
will repay the Baker the middle Price 
of the Quarter of Wheat and the Al- 
A 2 lowance 


* Note this Letter, with the Pr tations, 
were i rin i th Yew 1756. che 1 Ame 


(iv) ä 
lowance of 9 Shillings. * The ſccond is, 
whether 3 Hundred and an Half of Flour 
be the true Equivalent to the Quarter 
of - MH heat.. 


The fff of theſe Fats is, tio Doubt, 
of great Importance to the Bulk of the 
Inhabitants of this City, and alſo to ths 
Bakers. On the one Hand, that the 
Inhabitants may get as much Houſbold 
Bread for a Shilling as by Law they 
ought ; and on the other, that the Baker 
may not be compelled 'to account fot 

more ' Houſtold Bread out of a Quarter 
of middle Wheat than it will really pro- 
duce. But the Jecond Fact is of infinite- 
ly greater Importance, becauſe it affects 
the Tillage of the whole Kingdom; and 
if what the Bakers contend for in rela- 
tion to it be true, it muſt, in Time, to- 
tally put an End to all the Tllage in this 
Country, the Produce wheteof is now, 
or could hereafter be conſumed in the 
City of Dublin, as this falſe Meaſure muſt 


operate as a Premium for the eee 
| of En 1 Flour. 


lowance at this time is 11 Shillings. 


The 


/ 


459 

a The following Letter was wrote by a 
Baker, and it muſt be confeſſed, with a 
geod deal of Skill; for by ſo much the 


greater is the Addreſs of the Writer, as 


the Caſe he undertakes to defend wants 


the Support of Truth. The Reaſon for 


reprinting it is, that the Writer of the 
Notes thought it more candid to point out 
the Fads admitted by the Baker in this 
Letter to be true, in the very words and 
Order of the Letter Writer; that there 
might be no Pretence to ſay the Notes 
had any way miſtated or miſrepreſented I 
the Senſe of the Letter, and for that Pur- 
poſe to ſubjoin ſuch Obſervations as in- 
duce the Writer of them to think that 
the Truth of both Facts abovementioned 
can, from this very Letter, be clearly 
ſhewn to be in Favour of the Public, 
and conſequently againſt the Bakers. 


Tho' theſe be the principal Fad, 1 
ſhall make ſome Remarks on other Points 
inſiſted on by the Baker, the better to 


explain 


F . 

explain the whole Matter, and to re- 
move the Difficulties which are induſ- 
triouſſy thrown in the Way of all Eu- 

| ee into the Subjek. 


n 6 the firſt Fad, the mee 
that the Quarter of middle Wheat will 
not produce the Afſize Weight of Houſhold 
Bread, which is an expreſs Attack upon 
the Juſtice of the Legiſlature, for impo- 
fing upon the Baker ſo great an Hardſhip, 
as to oblige him to account for, out of the 
Quarter of middle Wheat, more Houſhold. 
Bread than it will really produce; and, 
if this was true, it muſt be acknowledged, 
that the Law would be very unjuſt, and 

ought to be altered; but it it appre- 

hended that it will fully appear, that the 

Baker has in the following Letter, admit- 

ted juch Fact, as by fair Indultion, do fully 

prove ior (pany to be the Caſe. 


As to the ferond Fad, they aum 0 that 
no lefs than 3 Hundred and an half of 
Flour is equivalent to the Quarter of 

Wheat, 


. Wheat. The Writer of the Notes will 


(vii!) 


renture to , that the Baker has ad- 


which contain a full and de 2 
tion, from his n Printipies, that 3 


Hundred and an Half is, in the caſe of 
braten Bread, one fourth more than 


the true Equivalent, and, in the caſe pf 


White Bread, no leſs than dewble * 
real Equivalent. 


Theſe two Fache are what I could with 


the Reader would keep his Attention 


principally upon, becauſe, if I am able 
to ſhew that the Bakers are not right 
in either of them, all the other Matters 
in this Letter will be of no Conſequence 
whether they be true or falſe. 


| From the Notes being fubjoined to par- 
ticular Paragraphs, it will be impoſſible to 
avoid ſome Repetition; however, I ſhould 


think it better to repeat often, rather than 


leave any mat@ial Fact unexplained ; 
which, 


(viii) 


which, I hope, will be thought @ rea- 


ſonable Excuſe for any Repetition that 
r e 501777 


It is noonffiry: to a the! Resder 


that in the firſt Edition of this Letter, there 


were a few Notes added by the Author, 


which are now reprinted in Jtaticks, in 


order to diſtinguiſh them from the Notes 
and Obſervations of the preſent Edition, 


OF 


PARLIAMENT. 


SIR, | | : 
LTH O' any thing that may be ſaid 
or writ in favour of the Bakers of this 
City will not be heard or read impar- 
nally by ſome Perſons who have publickly a- 
vowed, and who have been long accuſtomed 
tounfavourable Opinions concerning them, yet 
I have not the leaſt Doubt of a patient and 

B candid 
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1 LY 
candid Peruſal of the following ſheets by you, 
whoſe Integrity and Diſintereſtedneſs are fo 
well known; having upon all Occaſions ſhewn 

ourſelf firmly attached to Truth and Juſtice 
f you find the — Obſervations to be 
founded upon undubitable Facts, and that the 
Bakers are really Sufferers under their preſent 


Circumſtances, I aſſure myſelf of your ready 


Concurrence to redreſs their Grievances; and 
for my preſent Opinion, althe' it be founded 
upon experimental Sufferings, I ſhall wait for 
the Determination of that wiſe and auguſt 
Body, the Legiſlature, that thence I may con- 
clude whether it be right or wrong; as it 
would be Injuſtice to take up more of your 
Time than is abſolutely neceſſary, I ſhall there- 
fore without further Preface proceed. 

_ Whilſt the Bill for Regulating the Baking 
Trade laſt Seſſions was depending, a Pam- 
phlet was publiſhed, intituled, Confiderations on 
the Caſe of the Bakers in Dublin by a Citizen. 
When I determined to write to you about 
thoſe Matters I found a ſecond Edition of that 
Work with Additions, and as it ſeemed to 
have been read by, and to have much Weight 
with many of the Members of the Honourable 
Houſe of Commons, you will therefore give 
me Leave to trouble you with a few Obſerva- 
tions upon it. 


The Author has taken great Pains to prove 
that the Bakers have large Gains on the White 
and Wheaten Bread Trade, and indeed we ever 
acknowledged that we had no Reaſon to com- 


(3) 
plain of the Profit of that Branch of Trade,“ 
bat it is the ſmall Demand that there is in 
that Way, and in conſequence the Inſignifi- 
cCancy of it to us that we complain of: The 
Bakers however have been very unlucky in 
the Manner they proceeded on to deſcribe 
this T, which was by ſaying, that there were 
10,000 Loaves of Houſbald Bread made in 
this City for one of White and Wheaten ; great 
Advantage has been on every Occaſion taken 
of this Aſſertion to diſcredit the Bakers, be- 
cauſe of the Improbability of it, and the Gen- 
tleman, our Author, has not forgot to obſerve 
upon 1t, altho' the Bakers meant no more by 
this high Expreſſion than to ſhew, that that 
Part of their Trade was of little or no Im- 
portance to them. The Fact is thus, the 
Number of Bakers in this City and the adjacent 
Liberties is about 130, and there are but 14 
of them that do any thing conſiderable in the 
White and Wheaten Trade, fo that to the re- 
maining Number of about 116 this valuable 
Branch of Trade is of no Importance, becauſe 
they make but little or none of it. If it 
ſhould be aſked why they do not make ¶ bite 
and WYheaten, the Reaſon is becauſe they 
could not fell the Bread; for whilſt there 
was an Houſbold Loaf to be had the People 
would not' buy any of the finer Sorts, and 
there will always be Bakers found to oblige 
the Town. with Houſbold Bread, in order to 
B ate 
Here the Baker admits the Profit on this Trade, but 
does not tell how much it is, nor does he any where tell 
what Quantity of Materials will make the Aſſixe 
Weight of either Wheaten or White Bread. © + 


1 In the ſeveral States of their Caſe Brretaſort publiſget. 
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create to themſelves a large Demand ; for a 
Baker having a large Trade 1s thereby enabled 
to make a Saving out of the Labour of the 
Trade, beſides there is alſo ſomething to be 
ſaved in Furze, for his Oven not having time 
to grow cool takes the leſs Furze every Batch 
to heat it; theſe however are but poor Ad- 
vantages, and were it not for the Difficulties 


that muſt neceſſarily attend upon leaving a 


Trade to which Men are bred “, and engaging 
in a Way of Life to which they are entire 
Strangers, it is much to be feared that few if 
any would follow the Trade under it's preſent 
diſadvantageous Circumſtances. But amongſt 
the Multitude of Bakers who bake from four 
or ten Quarters per Week, the Struggle for a 
Livelihood is extremely painful, and the Con- 
ſequence is, that there 1s a miſerable Succeſſion 
of them in the different Bakeries in this City, 


many of them ruined and reduced to the deep- 


eſt Diſtreſſes of Life, while they are ſucceed- 


ed by other unhappy Adventurers that often 


follow them. It is [needleſs to ſay more to 
evince, that the before-mentioned great Ma- 


Jority of Bakers neither have nor can have 
the Benefit of the bite and J/heaten Trade, 


and as upon Enquiry the Truth of what I have 
ſet forth will fully appear, you will, I don't 
— conclude that 8 the Gentleman has 

| ſaid 


Since the Year 1 740 a great many yy People bave ſet up 
the Baking Trade that were not bred to it, at @ very 
conſiderable Expence, and followed it for ſome time without 
4 Profit or Advantage, and all thafe People have left it 

except one, and it is remarkable: that two, Thinds of 
thoſe who are put Apprentice to the Baking Trade do neuer 
follow the ſame, but * return to Ad Eg" 
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ſaid to ſhew the profitableneſs of the ¶ bite 
and beaten Trade doth not affect the Caſe 
of the Bakers of this City and the Liberties 
adjacent “. | 

The next of the Gentleman's Conſiderations 
which I ſhall obſerve to you upon, is what he 
ſays concerning the Houſhold Bread Trade. 
The Principle on which the Table of Aſſize is 
made is this, viz. That a Quarter of Wheat 
ſhall make thirty nine Stone ten Pound of 
Houſhold Bread; in this we agree: But the 
Gentleman endeavours to prove, that a Quar- 
ter or forty Stone of Wheat will make the 
aforeſaid Quantity of thirty-nine Stone ten 
Pound of Houſhold Bread, with the Help of 
the Bran, and ſomething over and above his 
Allowance of nine Shillings per Quarter F. 
The Foundation on which he grounds his Ar- 
gument is an Account of a Tryal of a Quar- 


ter of Wheat in his Appendix, made at the 
Work- 


* That all the middling People in this City conſume no 
other than Houſhold Bread, is a Fad ſo well known, and in 
itſelf ſo evident, that it would be unneceſſary to enter into 
any proof of it, and that altho' Perſons of Diſtin&ion, Rank, 
and affluent For tunes, uſe White or Wheaten Bread at their 
own Tables, yet their Servants and Attendants, who are by 
much the largeſt Part of the Families of the Great, uſe 
Houſhold Bread only, is a Truth that I believe will not be 
denied, from whence it may eaſily be concluded how very 
inconſiderable the Conſumption of White and Wheaten muſt 
be in Proportion to tbat of Houſhold Bread. 


Þ+ This is in Oppoſition to the Bakers who ſet forth in 
the State of their Caſe, that a Quarter of Wheat of the 
middle Price will, with the help of the Bran, make no 
more than thirty ſeven Stone three Pounds, by which they 
ſuffer the Loſs of the Value of two Stone ſeven Pounds of 


Bread. 


(6) 
Work-Houſe in March 1732, and is contained 
in the Copy of a Letter ſaid to be addreſſed to 
the late Alderman French, when Lord Mayor, 
from a Perſon whoſe Name is omitted; ſuch 
ſort of Evidence one would think wou'd have 
but little Weight, but' it muſt be ſuppoſed 
that our Author is a Gentleman of great Re- 
putation and Station, for his Pamphlet was 
read and much depended on by many of the 
Honourable Gentlemen of the Houſe of Com- 
mons laſt Seſſions of Parliament. I hope, 
however, to convince you that this Tryal was 
a partial one, and by no means worthy the Il- 
luſtration that the Gentleman has ſo ingeniouſly 
given it: and in order to this it is neceſſary to 
make two or three Obſervations, firſt on the 
different Value of Wheat in our Markets, 
which is from two Shillings and ſix Pence un- 
der, to two Shillings and fix Pence over, the 
middle Price; the beſt Quarter of Wheat will 
make the beſt and moſt Bread, the worſt will 
make the worſt and leaſt Bread. Again, pleaſe 
to obſerve, that Wheat is net always bought 
for the exact Price it is worth, for ſome People 
are more flexible and eaſier to deal with than 
others, and all Men do not equally know what 
Turn the Market will take; ſome Bakers want 
Corn, and muſt buy on that very Day, and 
leſt they ſhould lofe their Market, do the more 
eaſily ſubmit to the Demand of the Farmer; 
thus it comes to paſs that one Man ſhall buy 
for leſs than the middle Price, Corn that 1s 
worth more than the middle Price, and this we 
call agood Bargain, whilſt other Bakers ſuffer by 
the Alternative *. Pleaſe once more to obſerve, 
that. 


* Is it poſlible to make a Law to remedy this ? 


$ 2 

that the Bakers do not ſay that aQuarter or 40 
Stone of Wheat will not make the Quantity of 
Bread, c. ſuppoſed to be it's Produce by the 
Table of Aſſize; But what they ſay is, that a 
Quarter or forty Stone of Wheat of the mid- 
dle Price will not make it“. Now the Way 

to 


* On this Sentence and the next, and the ſucceeding 
Paragraph, depends principally what I have to offer touch- 
ing the firſt Fact ſtated in the Preface, and therefore I 
fhall confider. them all under this Note, and begin with 
what the Baker points out, in the next Sentence, as the 
Way which he ſeems to rely upon as the only certain Me- 
thod, to procure a fair and impartial Quarter of Wheat, 
by which only an impartial Trial of the Produce can be 
obtained. This Method of collecting an equal Quantity 
out of every Parcel, at firſt View, ſeems very fair, and 
impartial ; but when it comes to be conſidered, is very 
fallacious, for this Method cannot perhaps ever produce 
a Barrel of real middle Wheat. To explain this: Let us 
ſuppoſe, that on any Market Day there are nine difterent 
Sorts of Wheat in the Market. And let us ſuppoſe, that 
one third of all the Wheat in the Market is ſold above 
the middle Price, and the reſt below it, then let us ſup- 
poſe that a Barrel or Quarter of Wheat was now to be 
collected for this impartial Tryal, and it muſt be evident, 
upon the Suppoſition above made, that two thirds of this 
collected Corn muſt be below the middle Price, and con- 
ſequently inſtead of Corn of the middle Quality (for the 
Quality muſt be ſuppoſed proportional to the Price) it 
would be Corn at. leaft one third worſe than the middle 
Quality ; for as I ſuppoſe one third above, and two thirds 
below, the one of the two thirds below reduces the one 
third above, to the true middle Quality, and therefore 
the ſecond third below being added, reduces the whole to 
one third below the middle Quality. This, or what is 
exactly ſimilar to it, muſt for ever be the Caſe of ſuch 
collected Corn, except when the greater Part of the Corn 
in the Market is ſold above the middle Price, and in that 
Caſe ſuch collected Corn would be above the middle 
Quality, and therefore improper, as the Bakers will moſt 
readily admit, for -.a impartial Tryal. 


From 


| 
| 
| 
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to be ſure that you have Wheat of the middle 

Price, is by collecting an equal Quantity out of 
| all 


From hence it muſt be evident, that this collected 
Wheat, which at firſt View ſeems to be impartial, is far 
from being ſo ; and that, on the contrary, this Method 
cannot almoſt by any Poſſibility furniſh a Parcel of Wheat 
of the true middle- Quality. But further, as no ſuch 
collected Wheat is, or indeed ever can be impofed upon 
the Baker in the ordinary Courſe of his Buſineſs, it is 
unequal and therefore unreaſonable to make an Aſſay 
upon Materials, compoſed in any Manner different from 
what the Baker in his ordinary Courſe of Buſineſs is 
under a Neceſſity to make uſe of; and this Reaſon alone 
would be ſufficient to ſhew the Partiality of ſuch an Aſſay, 
if the Nature of the Thing did not make it almoſt im- 
poſſible to obtain Wheat of the middle Quality, from 
ſuch a collected Heap. Bt 

This Method of collecting Wheat has been for theſe 
many Years paſt conſtantly infiſted on by the Bakers, as 
the only Method. to obtain an impartial Tryal of the 
Produce of Corn; and has never, that I have heard, been 
before attempted to be expoſed, but it does appear to me 
to be extremely fallacious and partial. | 

The Method preſeribed by the Law to determine the 
Wheat of the middle Quality, is by determining the 
middle Price, becauſe no other more accurate Method 
would be practicable in the ordinary Courſe of Buſineſs, 
for the Price of the Wheat muſt always be ſuppoſed pro- 
portional to its Quality. Becauſe, let whatever Change 
can be made in the Aſſize Weight either of Bread or 
Wheat, the middle Price muſt from the Nature of Things, 
in common Buſineſs, be for ever the Rule to determine 
the middle Quality, and therefore the Rule is juſt. 

Having as I apprehend fully ſhewed, that the Baker's 
Method of determining the middle Quality of Wheat is 
falſe and impraQticable. It is but Juſtice that 1 ſhould: 
ſuggeſt what appears to me to be the true Method of 
determining, the middle Quality, that is, for a ſtrictly 
exact Experiment, tho' I apprehend it impoſlible to alter 
the Law in that particular, ſo that it ſhall be better 
fitted for vublic Uſe than by the middle Price 

It is laid down in the next Paragraph of this —_ 


(9) 
all the different Parcels in the Market that are 


expoſed to Sale : Take a Quarter of bays na 
thus 


P. 13. That there is not any Way, that the Goodneſs of 
Wheat can be ſo truly aſcertained as by the Weight of it. 
And I do agree that it is undeniably the only infallible 

Method to know it. Therefore when any ſuch Aﬀay as 
is here propoſed, is intended to be made, ſome certain 
Meafure, ſuppoſe a Veſſel of a cubical Foot, muſt be 
made uſe of: And, out of every Sack in the Market, this 
Veſſel muſt be carefully, impartially, and with the greateſt 
Accuracy equally filled, every one of theſe Meaſures, 
muſt be ſeparately weighed ; and an exact Regiſter of the 
Sack and Weight of its Meaſure, muſt be taken ; and 
when the whaſe is thus carefully performed, by looking 
over the Weights of the ſeveral cubical Feet of Corn, 
thus ſeparately weighed, it will appear which is the ligh- 
teſt, and which the heavieſt in the whole Market. And 
then the Barrel, or 20 Stone of the lighteſt determined 
by the cubical Meaſure, and a Barrel of the heavieſt, 
determined alſo by the cubical Meaſure, being blended 
together, muſt give the Quarter of Wheat, of the true 
middle Quality, whatever be their Price. ep? 

And, thus, and thus only, as I apprehend, can a true 
and impartial Quarter of middle Wheat be obtained, in 
order to make a true and impartial Aſſay of the Produce 
of Meal, from ſuch aQuggter of Wheat. —Becauſe what 
the worſt Wheat wants in ſpecific Gravity, will be made 
up by a greater Bulk, as it will require a greater Bulk of 
the worſt Wheat, to weigh the ſame Weight with the beſt 
Wheat. And this leads me to make another Obſervation 
which is exceedingly material, as it muſt, I apprehend, 
totally overthrow all Pretences of the Bakers concerning 
middle Wheat. 

Formerly the Bakers were by Law obliged to buy their 
Wheat by a certain ſtrike Meaſure ; which was undoubt- 
edly very unjuſt, becauſe in being compelled to take that 
Meaſure for a Barrel, and not any certain Weight of 
Corn, when they happened to buy inferior Corn, they 
certainly did not get, in the ſtrike Meaſure, the fame 
Weight of Corn to work upon, as when they bought 
ſuperior Corn; but as the Law now ſtands, whether it be 
the low or high priced Corn that the Baker buys, he has 
always 


(10) 
thus collected, let it be ground, and the 


Miller have his Toll out of it, then dreſs the 
Meal, 


always the ſame Weight of Corn to work upon; ſo that 
now there cannot poſſibly be any Difference between 
any two Quarters of Wheat, in reſpect to the Quantity 
of Meal they will yield, but what ariſes from its being 
damp, or dry; thick, or thin in the Rind; or large, or 
ſmall in the Grain; and it is impoſſible to eſtabliſh a Rule 
to determine any of theſe Circumſtances, but they muſt 
for ever be left to the Judgment of the Baker when he 
goes to Market. | 

That there is no otherDifference isclear from what the 
Author ſays in this Place, for in the Text, p. 10, 11. 
when his impartial Quarter of Wheat (as he calls it) is 
collected and ground, and the Miller has taken out his 
Toll, he ſays expreſsly, then dreſs the Meal, THAT 18 
TO SAY, SEPARATE THE BRAN ; and again, p. 12. 
meaſure to find the Value and Quantity of the 3 
therefore the Quantity of Bran that one Kind of Wheat 
will yield more. than another, ſeems to be the principal 
Matter left unprovided for by the Law, and from the 
Nature of Things it muſt for ever be left to the Judgment 
of the Baker, it being impoſſible to make a Law which 
ſhall be a true Rule to determine the Quantity of Bran, 
that any Quarter of Wheat whatſoever will yield. And 
from the Direction here given, it is plain, that in the 
making of houſhold Bread, the Bran alone is all that is to 
be taken out of the 20e Grift from the Mill, which, by 
the bye, ſhews how the late Lord Mayor * was abuſed in 
is laſt Tryal by the Bakers, who ſuggeſted that the Pol- 
lard was to be taken out; for it will be found that the 
4 Stone 4 Pound of Pollard, which was left out of the 
Meal, or even only the greater Part thereof, added to 
and manufaQured in the ſame Manner with the reſt of 
the Meal, would have made the full Aſſize Weight of 
houſhld Bread, and ſomething over. 

And from hence I conclude (and J hope fairly) that as 
the Baker does above admit, there is Corn which will 
produce the preſent Aſſize Weight of houſbold Bread, and 
as that depends only upon the Quantity of Meal ſuch 
Corn will yield, and as that Tield or H roduce muſt be 
judged of by the Buyer at the Time of his Purchaſe; it is 
impoſſible to provide a more, or indeed fo equal a Rule, 

by to 
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Meal, that is to ſay, ſeparate the Bran, then 

put to it its due of Barm, and Salt and Wa- 
ter, 


to determine the Quantity of Wheat out of which, the 
Baker muſt make the Aſſize Weight of Houſbald Bread as 
by the Weight, and that being now ſettled by Law at 40 
Stone, from what the Baker does above admit, it would 
be unjuſt to alter it. | ; 
However to make this ſtill more evident let us ſuppoſe. 
it altered, and that the Baker was to have 41, 42, or 43 
Stone allowed him for the Quarter of Wheat, to make. 
the preſent Aſſize Weight of Bonſbold Bread, or ſuppoſe 
that thg preſent Quarter, or 40 Stone, was to remain as 
it is, and that the Aſſize Weight of Houſbold Bread was to 
be reduced to 37 Stone 3 Pounds, as the Bakers Deſire, 
in either of theſe Methods of altering the preſent Law. 
It will remain to be anſwered : How is the Baker to 
account with the Public for the Surplus of ſuch Wheat, 
as he does admit will make the preſent Aſſize Weight of 
houſbold Bread, as the Law now ſtands ? For of all ſuch. 
Wheat, according to the Bakers own Principles, when 
the Aſſize Weight is reduced to 37 Stone 3 Poynd, there 
will remain unaccounted for to the Puhlic 2 Stone 7 Pound 
of Bread: Becauſe the Baker does admit, that if the 
Aſſize Weight of houſbo/d Bread was reduced to 37 Stone 
3 Pound, then every Quarter of middle Wheat would 
produce that Weight of houſbold Bread, and they would 
really get their full Allowance—But he has not told us 
what was to become of the Surplus of all the Wheat, 
that he confeſſes would, at this Day, make the preſent 
Aſſize Weight of houſhold Bread. Therefore if the new 
Aſſize was to take Place, and the Quarter of Wheat 
continue at 40 Stone, that 2 Stone 7 Pound of Bread muſt 
for ever be a Profit to the Baker, by his own Confeſſion, 
unaccounted for to the Public, over and above his then 

legal Allowance. 
And in the other ſuppoſedCaſe of increafing theWeight 
of the Quarter of Wheat, out of all ſuch Wheat as will 
at this Day make the Aſſize Weight of houſbold Bread, 
every additional Stone to the Quarter would be ſtill « 
further Addition to the Bakers Profit, of as much Bread, 
as a Stone of Wheat would make, wnaccrunted for to 
the Public, over and above the. 2 Stone? Pound and his 
| Allowance 


. 
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ter, make it into Dough, and bake it into 


Bread, then weigh the Bread to find how 
much it has made, and meaſure to find the 
Quantity and Value of the Bran. Thus and thus 
only, you can have an impartial Tryal, and 

36.160 by 
Allowance; whence the Wrong, that in Caſe of either Al- 
teration, muſt. ariſe.to the Public is manifeſt, from the 


Facts which the Bakers do admit to be true, and there- 


fore the Law in Relation either to the Quarter of Wheat, 
or the Aſſize Weight of Houſhold Bread, ought not to 
be altered : And to increaſe the Bakers Allowance on 
Houſhold Bread muſt have the ſame Effect, for on all the 
Wheat that will now make the Aſſize weight of Houſhold 
Bread, ſuch additional Allowance is a clear profit over and 


above the full Allowance of 9s. on the Quarter. 


But that the Public may have the Bakers own Evidence 
in this Matter. 

In Addition to what I have ſaid, I ſhall tranſcribe a few 
Paſſages from the Bakers Caſe, laid before the Houſe of 
Commons in the Year 1734, at the Time that the Bill was 
depending, to compel all Perſons to buy Corn by Weight, 
and not by Meaſure, from whence it will appear that the 
Bakers themſelves do admit what I affirm, viz. that 40 
Stone is the true Weight that ought to be eſtabliſhed by 
Law, out of which they can make the preſent Aſſize 
Weight of Houſhold Bread. 

Towards the end of the caſe are theſe words. And 
« if a ſtrike Barrel of Engliſb Corn, will outweigh a ſtrike 
« Barrel of /riſþ Corn, then buying by Meaſure will be 
a greater Encouragement to the 1 of Engliſb 
« Corn, Every one being fonder of buying what will 
„ give him the greateſt Caſt and Produce, and thereby 
«« prefer the Engliſh to the Iriſh, but if the Corn is io be 
« bought by Weight, Then a Barrel of Iriſh Cora, will 
« be equal to a Barrel of Engliſh Corn.” 

And again, the laſt Paragraph but one oft he Caſe ſays: 

„The Bakers are in the utmoſt Diſtreſs, and will be 
« inevitably ruined if this Bill ſhould not paſs into a Law, 
«it heing fully proved to the Satisfaction of the Commit- 
< tee, that the Table of aſſize is calculated on a greater 
„Weight, than is contained in two ſtrike Barrels, and 
« that forty Stone is the proper Standard for the Table. 


| (13) | 
by which it may be faithfully determined 
what 1s due to the Public and to the Baker. 
Throughout the whole Proceſs of this Tryal 
in our Author's Appendix, there are many 
Marks by which one converſant in theſe Mat- 
ters can ſee great Partiality ; one of theſe can be 
made evident to Gentlemen: There is not any 
Way by which the Goodneſs of Wheat can be 
ſo truly aſcertained as by the Weight of it. In 
Page 23 of our Author we have happily the 
Weight of the Wheat per Barrel, ſtrick Mea- 
ſure, which is 17 Stone 9 pound and an Half; 
now although the Wheat of this Year is the 
beſt and groſſeſt we have had for many Years, 
it may I believe be found by Experiment that 
our middle priced Wheat will fall very ſhort 
of that Weight. 
If the foregoing Obſervation be true, which 
I think is very clear, it plainly follows, that 
the Tryal in queſtion was, as I propoſed to 
prove it, a partial one, becauſe (fee page 25 
in the Appendix to the Confiderations) the 
Wheat was not collected out of the different 
Parcels in the Market, but it was bought 2 
Barrels at 31 Shillings, and one Barrel at 15 
Shillings. That the Loaves in this Tryal did not 
weigh the ſame Weight or agree with one ano- 
ther, is no extraordinary Thing, for it is ſo in 
every Batch of Bread that has or ever will be 
baked; and that his Bread was fo burnt and al- 
together under the Weight he intended, is ow- 
ing to this, that he, out of eagerneſs to make 
more Bread than the Quantity of Meal would 
afford gvercharged it with Water, by * 
, sd Dom | 8 18 
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his Dough went fo weak into the Oven, that 
the Heat pierced it immediately, and, inſtead 
of baking, he burnt the Bread : That his Oven 
was not too hot 1s evident by the ſmall Quan- 
tity of Furze he uſed, all which may fully ap- 
pear by Experiment. I ſhall take my Leave 
of this, Tryal with one Obſervation to you, 
that the Houſhold Bread muſt have been ex- 
ceeding coarſe, ſuch as could not be fold in 
this City, for no Baker here ever thought of 
making 3 Sorts out of one Quarter of Wheat. 


As to what the Gentleman ſays (ſee Confide- 
rations, Page 11, in the Notes) with Regard to 
the Flour, the great Profit and Advantage it 
is to the Baker, all is founded upon the Sup- 
poſition, that it is made into White and 
Wheaten Bread ; but if what I have above 
ſaid to you on that Article be true, that is to 
ſay, if there be but 14 Bakers in Town that 
are in that Trade, and the Remainder being 
116 in Number, have little or nothing to ſay 
to it, then all the Gentleman has ſaid amounts 
to nothing; that is to ſay, it doth not at all 
affect the Caſe of the Bakers. 


But it may be aſked, what becomes of all 
the Flour that is bought by Bakers ? why it is, 
to a very little, and muſt be expended in 
making Houſbold Bread, “ and this will be yr” 

| er 


Here the Baker does affirm, that all the imported 
Flour, to a very little, is made into Houthold. To ren- 
der the Proof againſt this aſſertion entirely clear, it is 
neceſſary to aſcertain the Meaning of the Word Flour in 
this Place. To this end the Reader mult be _— 


615) 
ther evident by this Obſervation, that Flour 15 
never bought in great Quantities, but when 3 
Hundred 


that when Corn is ground, the Griſt, that is, the Wheat, 
as the Miller delivers it reduced to Meal, is capable of be- 
ing ſeparated, by bolting, into five different Kinds of 
Matter, wiz. into fine Flour, called Firſt Flour ; into 
Flout leſs fine, called Second Flour ; into Flour till leſs 
fine, called ThirdFlour ; into a coarſe Meal called Fol- 
lard or ſhort Meal ; and into Bran: And thus every 
uarter of Wheat is capable of hou divided. MY 

he fir/t and ſecond Flour above deſcribed, are in gene- 
ral the only Flours that are imported ; and they 
are imported in vaſt Quantities, nine-tenths of all 
imported Flour being Fir/fs and Seconds as I am 
well informed, and are the Flours here meant: And 
the Reader is deſired to obſerve, that the Baker, 
throughout this whole Letter, does every bete inſinute, 
that this imported Flour alone is made into houſbo!d Bread. 
Now in order to ſhew that this cannot be true, let it be 
conſidered, rhat it is evident to common Senſe, that the 
ſame Kind vf Meal, Flour, or whatever Name the Bakers 
may give it, which makes hou/bo/d Bread, cannot make 
var 4. or wheaten Bread, without undergoing ſome Al- 
teration, in order to give it the Colour, which is the che- 
racteriſtical Diſtinction between houſhold, wheaten, and 
white Bread, reſpectively. For if there was no Diſtinc- 
tion of Meals, or Flours, there could be no Diſtinction 
of Breads. If it be true then, that bou/hold Meal. or 
Flour alone, without any Addition or Alteration, will not 
make wheaten or white Bread it muſt on the other 
Hand be equally true, that wheaten or white Meal or 
Flour alone, will not make houſhold Bread, without un- 
dergoing ſome Alteration, by a Mixture of ſomething of 
an inferior Colour, to reduce it to the Condition of 
bouſheld. Meal or Flour ; and therefore it muſt be. falſe 
to affirm that Flour alone, that is, without any. Mixture, 
will make common houjha/d Bread. In confirmation of 
the Truth of what I infer from the Nature of the Thing, 
if the Reader will look back to p. 40, 11. where the Baker 
directs the Dreffing of the A for the by/bauld Bread, 
he will obſerve, that there is no Separation made of the 
whole Grift as it comes from the Mill, but the laſt of 
thoſe abovetnentioned, wiz. the Separation of the Bran; 
and therefore the houſbold Flour or Meal conſiſts of the 


Ant 


bY 

'F 
\ 
! 
| 
. 
3 


(16) 

Hundred and a Half can be had for about the 
middle Price of Wheat; and this may be 
proved by the Merchants Account of Sales, 
compared with the middle Price of Wheat, 
which is publiſhed Weekly by the Lord Mayor. 
Now the Bakers always acknowledged 3 Hun- 
dred and a Half of Flour to be equal to a 
Quarter of middle priced Wheat, but our Au- 
thor inſiſts upon it, that 3 Hundred of iſt 
and 2d Flour is equal, or more than equal to 
a Quarter of Wheat ; I have heard it laid 
down as an eſtabliſhed Truth, that the Whole 
is equal to its Parts, but I never heard it aſ- 
ſerted before, but on the Subject, that a Part 
was equal to the Whole ; you will permit 

me 


frft, ſecond and third Flour, beſides the Pollard, (accord- 


ing to the Bakers own Directions for dreſſing it) and 
therefore is a Thing entirely different from the imported 
Flour. For it is a fact well known, that no houſbold 
Meal or Flour, ſuch as is produced according to the 
Bakers Directions for dreſſing it, ever is imported into 
this Kingdom. "6 Se 
"0 And it is true; for that Weight of Flour will pro- 
duce more Loaves of white or wheaten Bread, of the le- 
7 Mig: than the whole Quarter of Wheat will of 

n 

15 This ſeeming fair Remark is altogether fallacious ; 
for what the Author of the Confiderations affirms is no 
more, than that three Hundred of Flour will give the 


Baker as much Profit as the whole ans of Wheat, and 


therefore is equal to it; that is to ſay, when the three 
Hundred of Flour is made into wheaten or white Bread, 


and the Quarter of Wheat made into Houſhold. But it 
is very fallacious to inſinuate, that the Confiderations 


meant to ſay, that a Part is equal to the Whole. For 
what is meant by the M hole with reſpect to the houſbeld 
Bread is the Quantity of Wheat which will produce the 


Aſſize Weight of bouſbold Bread, and that is 40 Stone, 


er the Quarter of Wheat but the Whole with reſp to 


* 
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me to be particular about this, becauſe it has 
been much inſiſted upon. 1 


A Quarter of Wheat contains 3 0 


The Miller takes for his Toll 
and Waſte for Grinding ch 8 1 0 
into Meal 
So the Bakergeceives from the) WW 
Mill in whole Meal F * 


Now according to our Au-) 
thor's Method, we will dreſs 

it and take out of iſt and 2d 3 
Flour 


Fm1 


Then there remains to the; 
. of our Quarter off L.. 4-34 
oWheat os Nob 6, a 

All to the Waſte in Bolting, „ 
n 


—— — 


And after all there remains 1 2 18 


Now, how can the Baker have the ſame 
Profit from three Hundred of Flour, as he can 
from a Quarter of Wheat, when he manifeſtly 
would loſe by it 1C. 2 qrs. 18 1b, of his 


C Quarter 
the Flour is no more thanthree Quarters of what 4e Stone 
of Wheat will produce in houſbold Bread, if the Flour 
be made into wheaten, and but one half of what 40 
Stone of Wheat will produce in hou/hold Bread, if the 
Flour be made into avhite. Therefore the Conſiderations 
are right in affirming that three Hundred of Flour is more 
than equal to the Quarter of Wheat, as will be further 
proved in the Note on Page 25 
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Quarter of Wheat * ? But, to make the Bakers 
Loſs by it ſtill more evident, let us proceed, 
and make this three Hundred of Flour into 
Bread 4, to ſee how much it will make, and 
in this we will proceed according to Mr. Pear- 


: ſon's Directions in t our Author's Appendix. 


St. Ib. oz. 
Our 3 Hundred of Flour is 240 o 
It takes to wet it 7 lb. of Barm, 3 
Salt and Water to every 120 o 
Stone of Flour, which is in all q 


I anſwer, if the Flour be made into either white 
or wheaten Bread, he will make more profit by it than by 
a Quarter of Wheat made into houſhold Bread, becauſe 
it will produce a rome Number of Loaves of the * 
Price: And I have proved that firff and ſecond Flour 
alone cannot be manufactured imo any other Kind of 
Bread but white or æubeaten. 
«+ What Bread? for this is firff and ſecend Flour, 
which cannot alone make houſbold Bread, and therefore 
proves nothing concerning the Point now in queſtion. 

4 It will be found, however, that altbe good Flour may 


take ſo much awetting, that our Flour made of middle priced 


Wheat will not bear near the Quantity (1). | 

(1) In the ſecond Part of Chambers's Dictionary, the 
Method of making Houſhold Bread, is told, and it is 
there ſaid, that a Peck or 16 Pints of Meal will take fax 
Pints of Water, one Pint of Barm, and an handful of 


Salt; which will be found to agree very nearly, if not 


exactly, with Mt. Pearſon's Direction; And if the Read- 
er looks back to the Quotation from the Caſe of the Ba- 
kers, in Page 12, he will find tliat the Bakers affirm, that 
if Corn be ſold by Weight, a Barrel of 1riſþ Corn will 
be equal to a Barrel of Engliſb, and from thence I infer 
mult rake as much wetting. =» r 


3 
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We muſt allow for baking it 
i 1b. 8 oz. to each Stone, 5 
which is in all for Biking 


— —— 


And then you have in Bread ® but 2 2 © 


Now the Table of Aſſize, ſuppoſes that a 
Quarter, or 40 Stone of Wheat will make 29 
Stone 10 lb. of Bread F, and it is evident by 
the above Operation, that 3 Hundred of Flour 
will make but 32 Stone 21b. of Bread t, ſo that 
it comes ſhort j Stone 8 lb. of Bread, the Va- 
Jue of which the Bakers would loſe by every 3 
Hundred of Flour, if to be uſed in the Place 
and Stead of a Quarter of Wheat. You will 
pleaſe to remember that we have left behind 
us 1C. 2 qrs 18 lb. of our Quarter of Wheat, 
now if we had dreſſed this over again, we 
would have got out of it 2 Quarters of 3d 
Flour, this mixed & with the 3 Hundred of 1ſt 


| C 2 and 
What Bread? for in this Page he ſays the Thirds 


muſt be mixed with the Flour ; therefore this 32 Stone 


2 Pounds cannot be houſhold Bread; and the whole 


Thing contended for by the Baker is, that the Flour alone 


is made into houſbe/d Bread, to which Infinuation of 
the Bakers this mixing of the Thirds is a flat Contradic- 


+ That is bouſbold Bread, but not ſo much of white 


or wheaten. 


t What Bread? for in the ambiguous Uſe of the 
Word Bread, lies the Fallacy of this Argument; for the 
Table of Afſize ſuppoſes, that the Quarter of Wheat 


will make but the half of 39 Stone 10 Ib. in white Bread, 
and but three Quarters of 39 Stone 10 Ib. in wheaten 
Bread; and this 32 Stone 2 lb. cannot be houſbo/d 
Bread, being made of fir ft and ſecond Flour only. 
Why is this to be mixed, if the Flour alone would 
make houſbold Bread, as the Baker inſinuates Page 4, 
an 


— 
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and 2d, would make the Quantity, that is to 
lay, 3 Hundred and a Half, which the Bakers 
do acknowledge to be equal to a Quarter of 
middle Price Wheat ; and if we proceed to 
make this Quantity into Bread according to the 
foregoing Operation, it will make 37 Stone 
7 Ib of Bread; now pleaſe to caſt your Eye 
upon the State of the Caſe of the Bakers, and 
you will find there is but 4 lb. difference be- 
tween what the Bakers ſet forth to be the Pro- 
duce of a middle Price Qyarter of Wheat in 
Bread and Bran, and this rroduce in Bread of 
3 Hundred and a Halt of Flour “. This makes 

IT - 
and would have us underſtand throughout this whole Let- 
ter? for if a Mixture be neceſſary to the i and ſecond 


Flour made in this Proceſs, it muſt be neceſſary to all fir 
and /econd Flour ; and therefore they cannot alone make 


_houſhald Bread; as, I hope, I have demonſtrated in the 
Note on Page 15, of the Truth of which the Directions 


here 2 for the mixing are a Confirmation. 
It is very worthy of Obſervation; that in this Place 


the Baker takes ſome pains to ſhew that three Hundred 


and a half of Flour, as he calls it, can be obtained from 
this Quatter of Wheat. Now in the doing of this, and 
making it into Bread, he has alfo ſhewed, that neither the 
Bran nor Pollard are taken into the Account of the Bread; 
for three hundred and a half of firſt, ſecond, and third 
Flour make 37 Stone 7 lb. of Bread, independant of the 
Bran and Pollard ; wherefore if my Proofs againſt the 


Difference between the middle and other Wheat be con- 


cluſive, the Proceſs of making this Bread is a flat Con- 
tradition to what the Baker —— touching the Produce 
in Bread of the Quarter of middle wheat; for he ſays 


| it will produce no more than about this Weight of Bread, 


including the Bran and Pollard; tho here he has proved, 
that three hundred and a half of firft, ſecond, and third 
Flour will produce it, excluſive of both; and that this 
Quantity of e, ſecond, and third flour is obtainable 
from a Quarter of Wheat, which is 1 Stone 4 lb. —_ of 

| Flour 
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it evident, and eſtabliſhes this Truth, that no 
leſs than 3 Hundred and a Half of Flour is 
equal in Value to a Quarter of middle Price 
Wheat“. 
: But 


Flour than the Bakers alledge in one of their printed Caſey 
can be obtained of Meal from a Qyarter of Wheat; that 
is, he contends that 28 St. of Flour can be obtained from 
a Quarter of Wheat, when in the printed Caſe above- 
mentioned they affirm, that only 26 Stone 10 lb. of Meal 
can be obtained from a Quarter of Wheat. 

* Here the Baker ſeems to wind up his whole Proof 
touching the equivalent in Flour to the Quarter of 
Wheat, and with ſome Degree of ſelf-ſatisfaQtion 
ſeems to pronounce, that what he has ſaid does make it 
evident, and eſtabliſh this Truth, that no leſs than 3 Hun- 
dred and a Half of Flour is equal in Value to a Quarter of 
Wheat. In this Place, therefore, I ſhall conſider the true 
Equivalent in Flour to the Quarter of Wheat, which is 
the ſecond Queſtion flated in the Preface, and of the 
greateſt Importance to the Public. And here again I muſt 
remind the Reader of the DiſtinQion already pointed out 
between Houſbold Flour or Meal, and what is ſimply called 
Flour, ſuch as is imported, becauſe the whole . allacy of 
the Bakers Arguments depends upon the confounding of 
theſe Terms. I have already obſerved in the Note in 
Page 15, that what is commonly underſtood by, and called 
Flour, and what is imported in vaſt Quantities, is firff or 
ſecond Flour, and which, it is there proved, cannot be 
made alone into houſbold Bread; therefote the true Egui- 
valent in Flour to the Quarter of Wheat is ſuch a Quan- 
tity of Flour, as, when being made into ſuch Bread, as it 
is capable 7 being made into alone, will produce as much of 
ſuch Bread, as will repay the Baker the firft Coſt of a Quar- 
ter of Wheat and the Allowance, upon a ſuppoſition that 
the Quarter of Wheat is made into the ſame Kind of Bread 
as the Four alone will make ; that is to ſay, white or wheat- 
en Bread. This being premiſed, I ſhall conſider this Equi= 
walent in Flour upon the Principle the Author hinfſelf 
affirms to be true, which will clearly ſhew what he aſſerts 
in relation to that Equiva'ent to be falfe. 
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But this Affair has been conſidered by Gen- 
tlemen, as a National Concern, it has been 


thought, 


The Baker lays it down as a Principle, that the Quarter 
of middle Wheat will only produce 37 Stone 31b. of Bou 
ſbold Bread, (which for Argument only in this Place I will 
ſuppoſe) and would have a new Aſſize Table calculated 
upon that Principle, and he alſo ſays, that three hundred 
and a half, or 392 ſubtil Pounds of Flour, will produce 
the ſame Weight of Bread. Here then is a fall Admiſſion 
of the Quantity of the Material which will produce this 
new Aſſize Weight of houfbold Bread, and from this 
Admiſſion it muſt be ſelf-evident, that no more than h 
that Quantity of Material, or one hundred 3 Quarters, 
that is 196 ſubtil Pounds, can be neceflary to make this 
new Aſſize Weight of white Bread, becauſe the awhite 
Loaf muſt weigh but half the Weight of the Bouſbola 
Loaf. And is it not equally evident, that no more than 
three-fourths of three hundred and a half, or 294 ſubtil 
Pounds can be neceſſary to make the ſame Aſſize Weight 
of vubeaten Bread, becauſe the wheaten Loaf muſt weigh 
but three Quarters of the houſbe/d Loaf. And is it not 
hence very clear that 3 hundred of Flour, which is 336 
ſubtil Pounds, contains 421b. Weight of Flour more than 
is neceſſary to make the Bakers new Aſſize Weight of 
ewhea!en Bread, and 140 ſubtil Pounds of Flour more 
than is neceſſary to make his netu Aſſize Weight of white 
Bread. And hence I conclude, that the true Quantity 
of Flour which is equivalent to the Quarter of Wheat, 
is clearly deduced from the Facts which the Baker admits 
to be true, that is, upon a Suppoſition that the Quarter 
of middle Wheat will not produce any more than 37 
Stone zlb. of houſhold Bread. 
lhhave in this Place made uſe of the Aſſize Weight that 
the Bakers would have eſtabliſhed by Law, merely to 
confute their extravagant Claim of an Equivalent in 
Flour, upon their own Principles ; for, I apprehend, I 
have fully demonſtrated the Injuſtice of ſuch a new Table 
of Aſſize, in the Note beginning in Page 7. | 

It muſt from hence be clear, that the whole Pretence 
of the Bakers to demand three hundred and a half of 
Flour as the Equivalent to the Quarter of Wheat, is 
founded upon a Suppoſition, that it is capable of being 

| made 


5 

thought, that the diſcouraging the Importa- 

tion of Flour, may be an Advantage to the 
| Country, 


inade alone into houſhol Bread; for if it cannot, there is 
no Reaſon whatſoever why it ſhould be eſtimated at the 
Quantity of houſbold Meal or Flour which is required to 
make the Aſſize Weight of houſbold Bread; becauſe, as 
what is commonly . . by Flour, and What is called 
bouſbold Flour, or more ptoperty Meal, are not the ſame 
Thing, and as no Quarter of Wheat whatſoever will 
produce the ſame Quantity of Flour as of houſbold Meal, 
end as the Flour without Mixture or Alteration is not 
2 of being manufactured into the ſame Kind of 

read with the houſbold Meal, there cannot be the leaſt 
Pretence for giving the ſame Quantity of Materials to 
the Baker, where the Quantity of Bread which ſuch 
Materials will make alone, and which the Law requires 
to be made thereof is leſs. | 

To explain this further : The Law requires the Baket 
to make out of the whole Quarter of Wheat, 39 Stone 
10 Pounds of houſhold Bread, including the Value of the 
Bran ; but it requires the Baker to make no more than 
29 Stone 11 Pounds of wwheaten, and but 19 Stone 12 
Pounds of white Bread, out of the Quarter of Wheat. 
How then can it be reaſonable to give the Baker as 
much Flour, as he ſays the Quarter of Wheat will pro- 
duce of houſhold Meal, which is a different Thing trom 
Flour, and is conſiderably more than any Quarter of 
Wheat whatſoever will really produce of ſuch Flour as 
is imported, tho' not of houſbold Flour, or Meal, when 
the Flour alone cannot be manufactured into houſhold 
Bread. And the Bread into which the Flour alone can 
be manufactured, is by Law to be, in 2vheaten but thret 
Quarters, and in <vhite but one half of the Houſhold 
Loaf, or Loaf made of houſboid Flour or Meal. And 
therefore I conclude, that whatever be the Weight of 
houſhold Meal, neceſſary to produce the preſent, or any 
ether Aſſize Weight of houſhold Bread; nd more than 3 
Duarters of ſuch Weight, in Flour, is neceſſary to make 
the like Aſſize Weight.of Wheaten Bread; and no more 
than one Half of ſuch Weight, in Flour, is neceſſary to 
make the like Afſize Weight of White Bread. So long as 


the Weights of the ſeveral Kinds of Bread ſhall be con- 
| C 4 tinued 


=> 
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Country, how that may be, is a Queſtion that 
I will not preſume to enter upon, Conſiderati- 
ons of a National Kind, being proper for thoſe 
in a higher Sphere; but as a Citizen, you will 
give me Leave to ſay ſomewhat. In a Note, 
Page 10, our Author ſays, + That Meal of 
Wheat is not charged by the Act of Exciſe, 
but is liable to 6d. a Hundred under the Act 
of Cuſtoms, but that Flour of Meal of Wheat 
is charged not only with 64. a Hundred 
© Cuſtom, but with 6 d. Exciſe; now all our 
imported Flour from England is entered at the 
Cuſtom Houſe, ſo as to ſave the 6 d. per Hun- 
dred Exciſe; and I will tell you how it came 
to be ſo. A good while fince, in a bad Year, 
when Bread was likely to be ſcarce, and Wheat 
could not be imported upon ſuch reaſonable 
Terms as Flour, this was permitted, in order 
to encourage the Importation of Flour, and it 
has continued ſo ever ſince, and for very good 
Reaſon, for if our own Country People will not 
Plow and Sow for us, ſhall we give a Mono- 
poly of the Bread of this great and populous 
City againſt the Millers of England, who are 
the moſt powerful Dealers in Corn perhaps in 
the World, and whoſe Situation is ſo provi— 
dentially adapted to ſupply us. I have ſeen 
this City, within theſe two Years, upon the 
Brink of a Famine ; our late worthy Lord 
Mayor can, I believe, witneſs for the laft Time; 
and throughout the whole Sammer- we have 
been in ſo precarious a Way, that all our Im- 

portation 


tinued in the ſame Proportion to each other, that they are 
at this Day. 

And therefore thefe Proportions, in Flour, are the true 
Equivalents to the Quarter of Wheat, and not 3 C. and 
a half as the Bakers affirm. 
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portation of Flour and Wheat from England 
would have been inſufficient, had it not been 
for the plentiful Supplies that were brought in 
from the Baltick. A City ſituated like this, 
in a Corner of the Country, remote as it were 
from its own Lands, crouded. with Inhabi- 
tants, and continually increaſing in its Bulk 
and Magnitude, ought, one would think, to 
keep every Way open for Supplies of daily 
Bread: But if the Gentleman's Scheme ſhould 
take Effect, that is, if no more than Three Hun- 
dred of Flour is to be allowed the Baker as 
equal in Value to a Quarter of Wheat, it will 
certainly prevent the Baker from buying it, 
and will in Effect amount to a Prohibition 
either of importing it from England or making 
- it in this Kingdom, unleſs it be in ſuch Quan- 
tities as may be neceſſary for Paſtry Cooks and 
Houſewifery, and then I fear it will be found 
a very difficult Matter to ſupply this populous 
City with Bread. 


Notwithſtanding all the Gentleman is pleaſ- 
ed to ſay in his Additions to his Confiderations, 
concerning the Table of Aſſize, it could be 
made fully to appear, that it is a Calculation 
from a Principle, not a Table laid down and 
eſtabliſhed by the Statute A/iza Panis, the 51 
Hen. III. and indeed if you will carefully ob- 
ſerve thoſe Additions of our Author, and com- 
pare them with what he ſays about our pre- 
ſent Table of Aſſize, in Page g. of his Conſi- 
derations, you may perceive that there 1s no- 
thing in them but Aſſertions, and much Incon- 
fiſtency. But what will put the Original of our 
Table out of all queſtion, is this, that Alder- 

man 


[ 
i 
| 
' 
| 
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man Blackball himſelf tells you, in the Title 


Page of his Book of Rules for aſſizing Bread, 
that! they are calculated according to the 
Statute Aſiva Panis, 51 Hen. III. now in 
Force in Ireland. And in the ſaid Book 


he ſhews the Manner of making the Calcula- 


ion. : 


As to the Account the Gentleman gives of 
the Bakers as a Corporate Political Body, it is 
not of any Conſequence to my Purpoſe ; I ſhall 
only obſerve to you, that every Baker, not 
free, did always in the Memory of every one 


living, and does to this Day, pay Quarterage 


to the Corporation. The Gentleman in Page 5. 
takes Notice, that from the Time that Alder- 
man George Blackhall made the prefent Table 
of Aſſize with the Allowance of 6 5s. per Quar- 
ter “, till the Year 1729 or 1730, the Bakers 


made no Application during that Period for 


an Addition to their Allowance ; and indeed 
they had no Occafion, they had very good 
Reaſon to be ſatisfied. with it; for the Bakers 
were not, during that Period, obliged to buy 
their Wheat by the Statute Meaſure, but either 
by the heaped Barrel, or as the Wheat was 
brought to Town in Sacks ; that is to fay, 
they agreed with the Country People for what 
was Contained in « Sack, as a Barrel of Wheat, 
and, according to the Cuſtom in the different 
Parts of the Country from whence the Corn 


came they bought for and as a Barrel of 
Wheat 


che Table of Aſige is not confined to fix Shillings 
Allewance, but is adapted to any Allowance the Legi//ature 
is pleaſed to give. | 
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Wheat from 19 Stone, which was the ſmalleſt 
Quantity, to 24 Stone, conſidering in the Bar- 
gain not only the Qyality of the Grain, but 
alſo the Quantity and Weight of it, fo that 
at a Medium a Barrel of Wheat weighed 21 
Stone and an half; and thus it came to paſs 
that the middle Price of Wheat was formed 
upon a Quantity or Quarter of Wheat weigh- 
ing 43 Stones: Now 43 Stones will make in 
Houſhold Bread and Bran the Quantity that 
the Table of Aſſize ſuppoſes it to make, by 
which Means the Baker had the full Allow- 
ance which the Law intended he ſhould have, 
which was, according to our Author, 65. 

Quarter“, and conlider that Dublin was 
then perhaps the cheapeſt City in Europe to 
live in, the Bakers had very good Caule to be 
pleaſed with their Allowance, and accordingly 
they exerciſed their Trade to the Contentment 
of the People, and the careful and induſ- 
trious Baker found a reaſonable Account in 
it for themſelves and their Families. Alder- 
man Burrowes was the firſt that attempted 
to enforce the Statute Barrel, and this was 
the Beginning of the Pakers Diſtreſs; but 
when Alderman Humphry French came to the 
Mayoralty, in the Year 1732, he made tho- 
rough Work with them, and confined them 
to buy their Wheat by the ſtruck Barrel, by 
which they loſt g Stone per Quarter of gr 

0 


* Notwithflanding that be is ſo very certain in this 
Matter, the Bakers 4 ſay they had 7 8. per Quarter, that 
is to ſay, 8s. in Winter and 68. in Summer, and I can 
produce the Orders of Mixe made by ſeveral Lord Mayors 
in the Years 1726, 1727, 1728, and 1729 to prove it. 


(28) 
old accuſtomed Meaſure, and then the middle 
Price of Wheat came to be formed upon a 


Quantity or Quarter of Wheat weighing about 
thirty four Stone, and thirty four Stone will 
fall vaſtly ſhort of making the Quantity of 
Houſhold Bread and Bran, which the Table 
of Aſſize ſuppoſes to be the Produce of 3 
Quarter of middle Price Wheat. This put 
the Bakers into ſuch ruinous Circumſtances 
that they applied to Parliament, and prayed 
for a new Table of Aſſize, which was cal- 
culated on the Produce of a Quarter, or 40 
Stone of Iriſþ Wheat; but not knowing the 
Principle upon which the Statute Table was 
ftruck, and for that Reaſon not being able to 
make out a clear and diſtinct State of their 
Caſe, and being oppoſed at the ſame Time by 
Alderman French, who was a Gentleman in 
great Credit and Eſteem, and thought to be 
very knowing in thoſe Matters, they did not 
obtain it : but the Legiſlature continued the 
ſame Table of Aſſize, and fixed the Barrel of 
Wheat at Twenty Stone, and gave them 
One Shilling per Quarter, additional Allow- 
ance, as was ſuppoſed and intended. Hence 
the middle Price of Wheat came to be form- 
ed upon a Quantity or Quarter of Wheat 
weighing 40 Stone, which was 3 Stone ſhort 
of their old accuſtomed Meaſure. The ſup- 
poſed additional Shilling abovementioned be- 
ing but a poor Recompence in the Place of 
the three Stone of Wheat, this put them into 
ſuch diſtreſſed Circumſtances, that they have 
been ever ſince gomplaining, often to the Lord 
Mayor and Board of Aldermen; at length, in 

1. | tte 
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the Year 1745, the Legiſlature was pleaſed to 
give them, another ſuppoſed and intended ad- 
ditional Shilling Allowance, which was gs. per 
Quarter, by the Table, but by Experience 
they found but very little Relief by this Al- 
lowance. All this Time they did not know 
the Principle on which the Table of Aſſize 

was ſtruck, and therefore could not clearly 
explain the Cauſe of their Grievances: But 
by the following Eſtimate it will appear, theſe 
intended Shillings, and indeed every Shilling 
ſaid to be allowed to the Baker, will amount 
to no more than about 84. ſomewhat more 
or leſs according to the high or low Price of 


Corn. 


2 St. lb. 
The Table of Aſſize ſuppoſes that a 
Quarter of Wheat will N 5 39 10 


Hou ſbold Bread 3 
The Eakers propoſed to prove, that 2 
a Quarter of Wheat of the middle. 

Price will make no more, inelud- 

ing the Value of the Bran, than 
So that the Baker is deficient of the 

Quantity of Bread he ought 7 — 
have | — i | 


1 
7 


2 — 
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It may not however be quite ſo n this 
particular Year, as the Wheat 1s ſo good. 


Now, for the ſake of even Quantities, p- 
poſe Bread to be 12 Pounds for a Shilling, or, 
. Which is the ſame Thing, one Penny a Pound, 


then the above Deficiency of 2 Stone ) Pound 
is 


(30) 
is worth 25. 11d. which ſubtract from the 9s. 
Allowance, and you will find it to be but 6; 
1d. now divide this by 9, the Number of Shil- 
lings, and it will give you 84. and a Fraction ; 
by which it plainly follows, that what is ſaid 
to be one Shilling Allowance to the Baker, is 
no more than 84. and a Fraction. Add to 
this, that our Corn for theſe fix Years paſt has 
been extremely bad on account of the wet 
Seaſons, and particularly the laſt Year, and 
from the exceſſive Riſe on every neceſſary for 
the ſupport of a Family, and the dearneſs of 
Furze, it is no Wonder then that ſo many Ba- 
kers have failed and others quitted the Trade, 
and that the Remainder have ever ſince been 
One” Mp and uneaſy in the Exerciſe of it. 


It may be worth obſerving to you, that in 
the Narrative the Gentlemen gives of the Ba- 

ers, and their ſeveral Applications to the Go- 
vernment, before any Act was made in 1re- 
land to regulate their Trade, that when they 
applied to them for Redreſs they always ob- 
tained it; But in a ſhort time after the Ad- 
vantage was again taken from them by the 
Magiſtrates of the City ; and ſince the Legiſ- 
lature have taken notice of our Affairs, they 
have permitted the Lord Mayor and Alder- 
men to augment our Allowance, but they will 
not on any account do it, be the Diſtreſs or 
Neceſſity of the Baker ever ſo apparent; but 
I ſhall not take upon me to give Reaſons for 
Fheir, onduet towards us. 


The 
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The Gentleman's Confiderations on the Ad- 
vantage of the Bakers may make by fraudulent 
and ſecret Truſts between them and the Meal- 
Men, ſhews that he has taken but little Pains 
to be informed about the Manner of keeping 
the Aſſize: The Corn is all entered in the 
12 of the Lord Mayor with punctual 
Exactneſs; the Meal-Men appear themſelves, 
and enter all their Corn upon Oath, and then 
they get a Ticket to take it out of the Mar- 
ket: The Bakers enter none, but the Corn 
which they buy is entered by the Farmer or 
Merchant, and if the Lord Mayor ſuſpects any 
unfair Dealings, he ſwears them to the Truth 
of the Return. Our late Lord Mayor, Sir 
Charles Burton, did by Proclamation order the 
Bakers to make Returns of the foreign Corn 
which they bought, but it was immediately 
found to be needleſs, as he could very ſafely 
depend on the Veracity of the Merchants, 
who are Men of Probity and Opulence, ſo he 
dropp'd it: In the ſame Proclamation he gave 
large Encouragement to diſcover if any Corn 
was privately delivered to Bakers, but there 
was not one Information made; indeed all 
Dealers in Wheat are well apprized, that they 
are ſubject to the Penalty of 5s, per Barrel for 
not entering, Corn, or for not bringing the 
Country Corn into the Market : Now how can 
it be ſuppoſed that the Baker, though he was 
ever ſo much inclined to have it ſo, could pre- 
vail on a Merchant or Farmer to run the 
Riſque of ſo ſevere and ſcandalous a Penalty: 
or if there was really any thing of this Sort do- 

ing: 
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: how could the Multitude of City Conſta- 
les be more profitably employed than in ma- 
king Informations; the Avenues of the City 
are not ſo many but they may eaſily be watch- 
ed, and a Cargo of Wheat cannot be ſtolen 
into the City. Upon the whole, I do not 
think what the Gentleman ſays upon this Sub- 
ject is fair; for he ſhould not infinuate what 
he cannot prove; for if the Laws are ineffec- 
tual to prevent theſe or any other Kind of 
Frauds, the Legiſlature may amend them; 
let it be put in the Bakers Power to live 
honeſt Labour and Induſtry, and let them 
ſuffer if they uſe any other Means. 

By a Calculation the Gentleman makes, 
(Page 17.) he concludes, that the Bakers have 
as annual Profit of 331 50l. but if the Princi- 

or Foundation from which he draus his 
afions be wrong, this and all nber his 
Sather. _ * fo we 5-5 <9 ©! 


I But the Gentlemen has made a great Over- 
ſight even in this Matter, for he has forgot to 
take ot the Bakers Expences, which mult be 
ſurely paid for as the Corn of which the 
ead 1 is made, and will amount to 24000ʃ. 
469 upwards of the Money. Whether this be 
'really an an Overſight, or whether he left it ſoon 
purpoſe to ſurprize his Reader with fo large a 
Sum, I will not take upon me to determine; 
but Furze, Barm, Salt, Mens Wages, Shops, 
"and Bake- houſes, cannot be had 1 in cn City 
Dane e e 8 
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| He takes Notice in the ſame Place, that the 
Poor are chiefly to bear the Burthen of the 
large Advantages that he ſuppoſes the Bakers 
have by their Trade. This looks as if the 
Gentleman ſeldom viſited thoſe Parts of the 
Town where the Poor inhabit; and that he 
does not know the Uſe of this Set of Dealers 

which he ſo often mentions, I mean the Meal- 
Men; for it is with them, and not with the 
Bakers, that the Poor deal: By the Meal Men 
they are ſupplied with Wheaten, Bear, Barley, 
Peas, and Oatmedl, of which they make their 
own Bread, and bake it at the common Ovens, 
or on Griddles ; and when Potatoes are cheap, 
the Meal-Men have but little Trade, for our 
Poor moſtly live upon them: 


There are many other Conjiderations of the 
Gentleman, which I would gladly take No- 
tice of, but this Letter is already come to 
ſuch a Length, and the Subject being no Way 
entertaining, that I am afraid I have treſpaſſed 
too much on your Patience; but, I hope 1 
have made it evident to you, that if the Bakers 
make it appear that there are but fourteen Ba- 
kers in this City that make White and W heat- 
en Bread, and that the remaining Number, 
being one hundred and fixteen, do make but 
a Trifle in that Way, that then all our Author 
has ſaid of the great Profit and Advantage of 
that Trade is nothing to the Bakers of Dublin, 
it doth not effect their Caſe. | 
f 2 That 
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That all the Gentleman ſays concerning the 
great Profit on the Houſhold Bread, Trade be- 
ing founded on a partial Tryal, concludes no- 
thing, againſt the Caſe of the Bakers. 


That three Hundred of Flour being but a 


Part of a Quarter of Wheat, cannot be equal 
WAN. x | 


That if no more was to be allowed to the 
Baker than three Hundred of Flour as equal to 
a Quarter of Wheat, it would amount to à 
Prohibition either of importing it from abroad 


or making, it at home. 


That ſuch a Prohibition would expoſe this 
City to the Calamity of a Famine, by giving 
a Monopoly of its Bread againſt the Millers of 
England, who are the greateſt Dealers in Corn 
in the World, and who are fo providentially 
fituated' for our Relief. 


? 


That our Table of Aſſize is a Calculation 
made by Alderman George Blackball, who was 
Lord Mayor in the Year 1694, on the Ordi- 
nance in the Statue /. Pan, the 51 Hen. 3. 


That from the ſaid Alderman Blackbalt's 
Time to the Year 1728, the Bakers were con- 
tented in the Exerciſe of their Trade, they 
having r an Average 43 Stone as a Quar- 
ter of Wheat, which will make the Quantity 
of Bread that the Table of Aſſize ſuppoſes 
that a Quarter of Wheat will produce. - 


That 


60350 


That notwithſtauding their Allowanee was 
then but 6 or 1s, a Quarter, as they really 
got ſo much, they had good Reaſon for their 
Contentment, Proviſions and all Things ne- 
ceſſary to the Support of a Family being to 
be had on very reaſonable Terms. 


That an the Year 1728 Alderman Burroughs | 


began to diſtreſs the Bakers, by endeavouring 
138 the Act to buy Wheat by the Struck 
rrel. * 


That in the Year 19 32 Alderman French 


did compleat the Diſtreſs of the Bakers, by 
ſtrictly confining them to the Strick Barrel, 
by which they loſt 9 Stone of their old ac- 
cuſtom'd Meaſure, 


That the Legiſlature did upon this fix the 
Quarter of Wheat at 40 Stone, and gave the 
Bakers a nominal 8s. Allowance per Quarter. 


| That by this Act they loft 3 Stone per 
Quarter 0 their old accuſtom'd Meaſure.” 


That in Conſequence of this they have been 
ever ſince complaining, and altho the Legiſ- 
lature did in the Year 1745 give them gg. 
nominal Allowance, they are but little the bet- 
ter of it, as every Shilling ſaid to be given to 
the Baker is but 8d. ſomewhat more or leſs, 
according to the high or low Price of Wheat. 


That it isextremely difficult, if not impoſſ- 
ble, for the Baker to make any Advantage 


by 
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fuch Tryal, are willing to 
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by an unfair Connection with the Meal-Men, 


Merchants, or Farmers. 


That he has occaſionally forgot the Uſe of 
the Meal-Men, whom he often mentions, and 
that they, and not the Bakers, are the People 
who ſupply the Poor with Bread. 


Upon the Whole, the Bakers deſire no other 
than to have a reafonable Allowance fixed and 
determined on the true Produce of a Quarter 
of middle priced Wheat, made up by a Col- 
lection f all the different Parcels in the 
Market, and they are ready and willing to 
give all Aſſiſtance in making a Tryal, and 
uch Bakers as may be thought fit to 2 

| be ut under the 
moſt folemn Engagements to ſee ge Juice 
be done. There are Beſides many Men of 
good Reputation in this City, who formerly 


| exerciſed our Trade, bnt not finding their 


Account in the ſame, have left it off, and naw 


having no Intereſt in it themſelves, it is humbly 


- 


propo ed that ſome of them are well qualified 


> attend with any Gentlemen that may be 
appointed to make a Tryal, and to ſee that 


Juſtice be done between the Publick and the 


ers. It is certain that the Publick will 


- 


"Have a you Advantage in making a Tryal 
0 


this Seaſon, as the Wheat is much better and 


more productive of Flower now than it has 


been 
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been for many Years paſt. Indeed the Bakers 
do deſerve. to be conſidered with ſorne Tender- 
- neſs on account of their Sufferings the laſt 
Year, for it is mainfeſt that the Grain was ſo 
weak and ſhrivelled that it afforded but a very 

r Yield of Flower, and I am certain that 
there is not a Baker in Town but who finds 


himſelf in much worſe Circumſtances for his 
Year's Work. 


For a Character of the Generality of the 
Bakers I would preſume to refer to our late 
Chief Magiſtrate Sir Charles Burton, as he is a 
Gentleman fully acquainted with our Conduct. 
He entered into his Office determined to find 
out and puniſh thoſe Frauds that we are. ſuſ- 

Qed to be guilty of; for he appointed a 
args Market Jury, and offered extraordinary 
Rewards to any who would. detect us, and was 
himſelf extremely vigilant and active, daily 
viſiting our Shops, and cloſely attending the 
Markets, and yet he did not in any one In- 
ſtance diſcover unfair Practices in the buying 
* Curls of IR ; i is true, he got 

ometimes light and bad Bread, per a- 
mong 4 LM abandoned - RAI api? 
neither have, nor know the Worth of a Cha- 
racter, and are inſenſible of the Pleaſure, which 
a fair and honeſt Tradeſman. finds in making 
e law ful Goods. But I am perſwaded 

rom his ſtrict Regard to Truth and Juſtice, he 
will fay of us, that we deal fairly in the Mar- 
kets, and that we fupply the City with good 
Bread, and juſt Weight. 


I have 


© = JO . 

L have above hinted, that this City was in 
danger of ſuffering the greateſt Diſtreſs for 
want of Bread, his late Lordſhip became timely 
apprehenſive of this, and at length found it 
neceſſary to confult with the Bakers, about 


Meafures to be entered upon to encourage an 


importation of Corn, without raifing it to an 
immoderate Price, he is ſenſible that the 
Bakers ſubmitted to, and concurred with him 
in every Scheme, ſometimes carefully con- 
cealing, and at other times expoſing to the 
Merchants the ſcantineſs of the Stocks of Meal 
and Corn on our Hands, by which means we 
kept our Prices at an even Rate, never ex- 
ceeding 24 Shillings, nor lower than 22; and 
thus the Merchants were encouraged in the 
Trade, and the Publick plentifully ſupplied, 


on very reaſonable Terms, conſidering what 


might have been the Caſe, if a Clamour was 
raiſed, and our Diſtreſs fully known. I am 
aſhamed to have detained you with ſo long a 
Letter, but the Circumſtances are ſo many that 
{could not avoid it; and indeed I have omitted 
ſome Arguments of great Weight, to ſhew the 
Expediency, even to the City and Nation, of 
anting us Relief. But from what has been 
faid, I would with great Submiſſion hope for 
your Protection and Support, whilſt the Truth 
of the foregoing Obſervations and Facts may 
be the Subject of the Conſideration of the 
Honourable Houſe of Commons. | 


1 am, 81 R, 
Tour humble Servant, 
6 bf A BAKER. 


POSTSCRIPT. 


— 
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IN CE this Letter was ſent to the Preſs, 
much has been ſaid by ſome Gentlemen 
of the Board of Aldermen concerning four 
Trials that were made by Alderman Daniel 
Cooke, when he was Lord Mayor, and one by 
Sir George Ribton, Knight, during his Mayor- 
alty. I am perſuaded, from your known Re- 
gard to Juſtice, that you will not be influenced 
by any Aſſertions concerning theſe Trials: 
But if theſe Gentlemen will pleaſe to publiſh 
them, or put Copies of them into the Hands 
of the Maſter of the Bakers for that Purpoſe, 
it will then be made appear how far they mil- 
htate againſt, or on the contrary how far they 
may concur in ſupporting the Caſe of the Ba- 
kers. Indeed the publiſhing of theſe will 
make it further evident, that the Trial which 
is the Subject of the foregoing Sheets, was 
not an impartial one, becauſe neither of theſe 
Gentlemen made near the Quantity of Bread 
on middle priced Wheat as was made in that 
Trial, and fell ſhort of it with a better Sort 
than the middle priced. 
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